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JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY. March, 1915. 
Perseveration (pp. 387-419) : W. Lankes. - The object of the investigation 
was to contribute something to the questions: (1) Is perseveration a gen- 
eral factor — comparable with general ability, influencing the entire range 
of mental activity, and therefore of prime importance for a correct con- 
ception of the constitution and operation of the human mind? (2) How 
is perseveration as a peculiarity of the cognitive side of mental life, related 
to the " perseveration " — qualities of character, i. e., perseverance or per- 
sistency of will? The experiments included (1) natural rate of tapping, 
(2) letter-writing, (3) cancellation, (4) color-disk rotating, (5) drawings, 
(6) narratives, (7) associative reaction, (8) essays and an interrogatory 
on perseveration-tendeney and estimates of " persistence " qualities of 
character. All the tests correlate slightly positively among themselves and 
with the interrogatory. The correlations must be the result of a general 
factor influencing all the various performances tested by the experiments 
and by the interrogatory. Perseveration may be claimed as this one com- 
mon factor. This perseveration does not correlate or correlates negatively 
with the estimates of " perseveration " qualities of character. The reason 
given is : perseveration, as tested, " is a native quality of the nervous 
system, innately different with different individuals. The perseveration or 
persistence tested by the estimates of qualities of character and behavior is 
the result, not of nature and the native system alone, but of that and the 
individual's own effort and will. The absence of correlation between the 
two p's proves the independence of innate perseveration and will, and the 
slightly negative correlations tend to show that the self, with persons used 
to act morally . . . can modify, and directly counteract, its own nervous 
system and its innate tendency towards perseveration or the opposite." 
The Formation of Projected Visual Images oy Intermittent Retinal Stimu- 
lation. I. General Characteristics of the Image (pp. 420-433) : George 
H. Miles. -After images gradually fade, but if light is allowed to fall 
intermittently at a suitable rate on the closed eyelids or if the intensity of 
the illumination of the screen on which the image is projected be varied at 
a regular rate, the fading and indistinct image is rapidly revived. Experi- 
ments have been made to discover the main factors involved in the produc- 
tion of the projected image. " The ' projected image ' noticed on first 
directing the eyes to an illuminated surface, appears to owe its revival to 
the restimulation of previously excited tracts and is also influenced by the 
excitation of the remainder of the retina and more particularly by the 
parts bordering on the previously excited area." In normal conditions the 
image always follows the voluntary movement of the eye ; whereas when the 
eyeball is displaced by pressure, the image occupies a position which ap- 
pears located by voluntarily determined direction of attention. Simultane- 
ous and Successive Association (pp. 434-452) : A. Wohlgemuth. - The 
experiments were performed to decide between the claims of the rival 
theories of simultaneous and successive association. The conclusions are 
made with reference to the psychological memory only: (1) The more 
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the members of a group are apperceived as a whole the stronger their asso- 
ciation with one another. (2) The theory that the formation of associa- 
tions is due to the succession of experiences qua succession is not correct. 
(3) All associations are due to simultaneity, either simultaneity of the 
experiences, or simultaneity of the succeeding experience with the akoluthic 
phase of the preceding experience. (4) The simultaneous experience is 
more favorable for the learning of pairs than the successive experience. 
(5) In learning pairs no cross-examinations between members of adjacent 
pairs are formed. Factors in the Mental Processes of School Children. 
I. Visual and Auditory Imagery (pp. 453^490) : N. Carey. - The material 
used in the research was (1) verbal memory tests, (2) tests of sensory dis- 
crimination, (3) tests of sensory memory, (4) tests of general ability, (5) 
tests designed tq involve the use of imagery, (6) estimates of visual and 
auditory ability from introspections, (Y) estimates of scholastic ability ac- 
cording to the results of school examinations, (8) ranks of children accord- 
ing to scholastic intelligence, practical intelligence, painstaking and social 
status, drawn up by teachers of the school. " The correlations between the 
different types of imagery are comparatively high; higher than those of 
imagery with any other performance." Although the "results can not 
prove that mental activity may take place without visual and auditory 
imagery, yet they do prove that the clearness of such imagery bears no 
relation to the effectiveness of the mental processes which it accompanies. 
It might be argued that the usefulness of imagery depends upon its mere 
presence. This, however, seems improbable. It is not usual to find that 
imperfect tools serve so useful a purpose as perfect ones." Publications 
recently received. Proceedings of the British Psychological Society. 
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